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PERISCOPE. 

Development of the Cranial Nerves. —M, Mathias Duv?il, 
Soc. de Biologie, Apr. 2 (rep. in Le Progrls Medical), had an op¬ 
portunity of studying the head of a lamb embryo at times, struck 
with an arrest of development. It was an otacephalus ; the head, 
reduced to the middle and internal ears, seemed to have been cut 
by a ligature above the basilar apophysis. In a section of the 
encephalic stump, at the level of the fourth ventricle, the nucleus 
of origin, the emmentia teres, and the beginning of the facial 
nerve, and also the origin of the external motor oculi, were recog¬ 
nizable. The nucleus of origin of the trigeminus, situated in the 
same plane, and usually readily exposed by the horseshoe section, 
was absolutely invisible. What is the explanation of this phe¬ 
nomenon ? M. Duval finds it in the study of the development of 
the spinal nerve-roots. 

We are aware, in fact, that in the embryo, before the closure of 
the canal in the cord, there are to be seen two prolongations 
arising in its anterior portion, which are the origin of the anterior 
roots. Later; when the canal is closed in, there are seen starting 
from the posterior portion two lateral prolongations, nervoso-epi- 
thelial colonies. These diverticula become the .spinal ganglia, 
they commence to become pediculated, then they become alto¬ 
gether isolated from the spinal canal, and it is only later that 
they send toward the cord on the one hand, and toward the 
periphery on the other hand, the prolongations that become the 
sensory roots. 

For the trigeminus, in the same way, the medullary root should 
start from the ganglion of Gasser, which explains why, in the pres¬ 
ent instance, no trace of it could be discovered in the medulla. 

* 


Tabes and Syphilis. —Prof. W. Erb, Centralbl. /. d. Med. 
Wissensch., Nos. 11 and 12, has made a recent careful study of 
over one hundred well-marked male cases of locomotor ataxia, 
and finds the result to still further confirm his previously experi¬ 
enced views ( Deutsch Arch. f. Klin. Median, Bd. 24, 1879) as t0 
the connection of this disease and syphilis. In the first one hun¬ 
dred cases he found only twelve without a previous history of 
syphilis or chancre ; of the remaining eighty-eight, fifty-nine had 
had the secondary manifestations of the disease, and twenty-nine 
had had simply chancres. Of these last eleven -had been treated 
constitutionally with mercury and iodide of potash, so that it is 
presumed that their sores were of the infecting variety ; in fifteen 
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of the others particulars as to the nature of the sore are want¬ 
ing ; in only three was it specified as a “ soft ” chancre. As re¬ 
gards the time of the first manifestation of tabetic symptoms 
after the syphilitic infection, the following are the facts : The 
symptoms of tabes developed between the 


1 st and 5 th 

year in 

17 

cases 

6th “ 10th 

u 

37 

u 

nth “ 15th 

« 

21 

u 

16th “ 20th 

u 

3 

« 

21st “ 25th 

u 

5 

a 

After the 31st 

u 

2 

u 

Unknown 

it 

3 

u 


88 “ 

In order to meet the objection that syphilis occurred so fre¬ 
quently in the class of people under his observation that it might 
be considered as an accident always to be looked for, Prof. Erb 
gives a comparative statement of a similar examination to that of 
his tabetic patients, of four hundred of his adult male patients 
suffering from other affections, chiefly nervous, and finds that 
seventy-seven per cent, of these had no history of syphilis or 
chancre whatever, that twelve per cent, had had secondary syphi¬ 
lis, and eleven per cent, simply chancre. Thus in the general 
adult male invalid population under his observation, the tabetic 
cases excluded, only twenty- three per cent, were in any way syph¬ 
ilitic, while in the tabetics alone eighty-eight per cent, had a his¬ 
tory of syphilis. “ In fact,” he says, “ if one will not refuse all 
assistance from statistics and logic in the solution of this ques¬ 
tion, it must be admitted that these figures speak most emphati¬ 
cally in favor of the view that there is an etiological relation be¬ 
tween syphilis and locomotor ataxia.” Of course they are not 
absolutely conclusive, but they go far to support the author’s 
views. It is well worth while for others who have large oppor¬ 
tunities for observation in this line to make similar examinations. 
It cannot be said that if syphilis be proven to be at the bottom 
of most cases of this disease that its prognosis is necessarily im¬ 
proved, but it does not render it any more unfavorable, and it 
will be a very interesting practical point. 


Hallucinations. —Victor Kandinsky, Archiv f. Psychiatric , as 
the result of a study on the origin and nature of hallucinations, 
comes to the following conclusions : 



